
The Earthquakers Ceilidh Band - Information Sheet 
 
1. Timings 
 
An evening ceilidh usually starts at around 7:30 and finishes between 11:00 and 11:30. We’re happy 
to consider different timings – we can offer some flexibility on the night, but if you want anything 
very different we’d need to know in advance. If you want us to finish significantly later than 11.30, 
we’ll need to discuss this within the band, and we’ll ask for an additional fee . 
 
Most ceilidhs have a break for food/drink/ a raffle/ a talk /other entertainment about half way 
through the evening. If there isn’t one planned, we’ll take a break of around 45 minutes at some 
point, as we can’t easily play straight through! 
 
2. Access and set up 
 
We’ll need access to the hall at least an hour before you want us to start. We don’t mind sound-
checking and setting up whilst other people are around, if that works for you. A soundcheck can’t be 
done quietly, so it’s a bad idea to have it at the same time as any speeches or when there’s other 
music playing.   
 
Our PA kit is of good quality and more than powerful enough to be heard in a normal size hall. It 
takes us about half an hour to pack up at the end of the night. It’s really helpful to have a couple of 
car parking spaces very near the hall, as we’ve quite a lot of kit, and it’s quite heavy. 
 
In the hall, we’ll need a stage or enough space for 5 or 6 people, monitors, speakers and sound desk 
( around 100 square feet minimum). We’ll also need access to electricity. 
 
3. Repertoire 
 
Our usual repertoire is mostly a mixture of traditional English dances and tunes, and material we’ve 
written ourselves. We play a small number of tunes from other parts of these islands, and further 
afield, but we’re not an Irish or Scottish dance band. If there are particular tunes or dances you’d like 
us to include, let us know – with a bit of notice, we’ll do our best to include them. 
 
Our caller always tries to fit the dances to the group’s abilities – they range from very easy to really 
quite complicated! 
 
If people don’t want to dance all that much, we’ve a range of songs and listening tunes which we’re 
also happy to play. We don’t mind at all; we know people sometimes come for the wedding or the 
birthday rather than for a ceilidh. 
 
4. Paying 
 
Please be ready to pay us at the end of the evening. Cash is preferred, but a cheque or bank transfer 
is also OK. 
 
5. Contacting us 
 
Please do contact us with anything you’d like to discuss in advance. 
Best contacts are James on 07808 901460, james.fitton16@yahoo.com or info@earthquakers.org.uk 

 


